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I, Jobn Alexander, Master of Elphinstone, born on 22nd-March 1914 in London,
ami ;‘esiding’at Carberry Tower, Muaseiburgh; herevith decJ:are the following (;n
oath, having been warned that this Affidavit is to. be submitted as evidence to
the iulitary Tribunsl at .Nurem"berg and that I render myself liable to punishment
1f I do not speak the truth: 9 . ' '

In May 1945 before the cassation of hostilities in.Gerinany the party of
migd ‘Officers whom the Germans were holding as specially guatd.ad. prisbn,ers. .
after being taken from Coldit’;r»(saxozxy) via Ko.euigstein to Tittmning and Laufen

(Bavaria) wers removed into the Mountain area at Markt Pongau between Salzﬁurg ’ a

L [N
N

The party consisted of four British Officers (myself, who a8 senlor acted & f:
as leader of the party; Lt. Vicoun?'; Lascelles —: now Earl of Harewood; Lt’. ¢Alexander
and Lt. do Hemel), one United States Officer (Lt. Jobn Wimamt, U, S. Air Force),

apnd, in a more or less eepa.:_:g-fe party, some ten.Polich Officers headed by .General ' ' .

Bor Komorowsli. o ’ _ . )

Twoturther British Officers, Capt, Earl of Hopetoun and Capt. Earl Haig, .
L
had been left sick at xoenigstein. ’ . o '
'l‘he 5visa Minister to Germany and pembers of his Staff traced us: to Markt

Pongau. and the Minister mbsequently pr‘evailed upon. Obergruppentitehrer Gene::al 3

. Berger to band the pe.rty over to Swiss hands and to allow the Swiss Legation

Statt to escort us through the_ Germ lines. L .

L

I underntood that General Berger took personal responsibility for ithis move )

“

and did not consult o_th_e’rb membersof the German Army or Government. l?\'.;

A% far.ds 1 ax aware, from the time General Berger qg:éed. to hand us over,
,_i\e did his best to see that the party should get through safely to the Americen
lines, I did not have any personal dealings with him until after the arrangements

RN

bad been made:wifh the SWiss M'inister. but-from that time onwards the Gen;era].'As

- . 'atlt_it:ﬁ.:le-'and the treatment Js,ccorded to the party by his staff were correct and

.y
"
-

belpful. * ' R B ..,' . : . .
elpful. * ‘ © L

’ ‘Generel Berger sent a member of his staff with the party, when they set out

for the front line, in.case of difficulties,-and on Genmeral Berger's Lanstructions
l s ] '!.l‘. . .

we were given food and drink during the Jé\xrggy to the front, at a house which I

&,wbic
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pnderstood was the General!s Headquarters. This was the last occasion
%]
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';.‘I sav General Berger, who was polite and helpfui, Before the party left his
fﬂeadquarcers. Genera‘l;.'h]aerger insisted on handing over an enéraved pistol ina
:;;case to mé as leader of the party, sa}::ng. as far 2s I can rememb.ex:. ~that it was
'i‘a token of his good_ wishes for our safe arrival in Allied hands,

%‘. Except for an gccount of the party's last days in German l_:a_n&.s which appeared
é.n the "Times"® newspaper (London) on 19th May 1945, and which was wriften by

nyself, I do not know of any statemert about these events in the EngliahyPress.

:“‘ . . .
3, : o . . o
Declared by me at Edinburgh om 23rd March 1948, before Howard Mclaren Butters,
‘Notary Public, Edinburgh, subscribing.,  .° S '
W osti ' . Jobn Klexander Elphinstone
4 . , & .
. Vo
EX Buttgra .
Totary Public R s o

"Certified tiua copy.

Huernberg, 7 April 1948, "
i 2 " M ) - .
Dr. Gg. Froeschmann,
. ,_Attorney-afémav. ) N
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